* The Tartar Invasion *
were spattered with arrows without being able to hit
back. They continued, however, to press on, in order
to bring the range down to the capacity of their bows,
but when their arrows began to reach, the first line of
the Tartars ran back behind the second line, which
opened on the elephants with the same tactical advan-
tage.

It was a curious spectacle. The elephants, numerous
and well disciplined, continued to advance, but as far
as the Tartars' safety was concerned they were no more
dangerous than targets. The bowmen on their backs
never got the range. The superiority of the Tartar bow
was absolute. Had the elephants been more heavily
armoured they might eventually have brought thek
riders within striking distance, but the Tartar arrows
pierced their mail. Agonisingly covered with them,
like porcupines, they broke and stampeded into the for-
est. There the boughs carried away their turrets.

The Tartars then remounted and swept over the
plain, disposing rapidly of the Burmese horse and foot.
The battle ended in a fierce hand-to-hand. Though the
Burmese fought courageously, they were without co-
hesion, while the Tartars wheeled and thrust with mea-
sured accuracy. A carnage resulted, followed by the
advance of the Tartars upon the stockade of Ngah-
saung-gyan. This was occupied without difficulty. All
the Burmese commanders were dead.

Such was the substance of the report which Chang
Hsien Ch'ung laid before the King. The fugitives had
added that the enemy were pressing down on the capital

When the full bearing of this news was publicly
known, despair and panic spread through Pagan. The
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